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Towards sustainable coastal and
maritime tourism around marine regions

Context

Accounting for around 10% of the world GDP and total employment before the pandemic crisis,
tourism is one of the world's largest and globalized industries. Beyond being a source of financial
revenue and socio-economic dynamism, tourism also produces negative externalities and exert
environmental pressure on natural ecosystems upon which communities depend for their livelihoods.
Coastal communities have borne the weight of the environmental, social and cultural impact of
tourism, as the ocean is increasingly coveted for its strategic resources and coastal areas become
more crowded and depleted.

Objective

This initiative promotes a holistic vision of maritime and coastal management in line with worldwide
efforts to deliver the 2030 Agenda around marine regions. It supports exchanges of knowledge, good
practices, projects and experiences between three major marine regions sharing similar environmen-
tal and social challenges related to coastal and maritime tourism: the Mediterranean, the Western
Indian Ocean and the Caribbean Sea. This initiative aims to improve the governance of coastal and
marine tourism to ensure sustainable, inclusive and resilient development, and address the associated
environmental, health, socio-cultural and economic challenges.

Components
l lj The initiative has three main components based on a bottom-up approach through field work
at local pilot sites, which are then integrated into global and regional sustainability strategies.

Diagnosis and State of Play
The first phase assesses the
state of coastal and marine
tourism at the global, regional
and local levels. These
diagnoses identify the key
issues linked to blue tourism at
different scales and the
developments desired by the
regional, national and local
stakeholders. Methodological
frameworks adapted to the
different contexts will support
the elaboration of blue tourism
strategies from its conception
to its application.
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Field Deployment in

the pilot sites

The second phase aims to
develop local sustainability
strategies at pilot site level in
collaboration with local,
sub-regional and national
stakeholders. For each pilot
site, an action plan will be
co-designed based on
previous diagnoses and inputs
from key players. The
implementation of these
strategies will be facilitated by
local actors and supported by
a dedicated regional fund.
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Knowledge sharing, Outreach
and awareness raising

The third phase aims to take
stock and develop
communication activities to
disseminate the learnings and
recommendations to key
global and regional institutions
involved in the ocean,
environment and
socio-economic agendas. A
roadmayp for each marine
region will integrate
sustainable blue tourism
perspectives into the relevant
policies and strategies at
global and regional scale.
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IDDRI

IDDRI is an independent think tank based in
Paris (France) at the interface of research and
decision-making that investigates sustainable
development issues requiring global
coordination. www.iddri.org

Iddri and Eco Union are the project leaders, coordinating and supervising the different activi-
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eco-union

Eco-union is an independent Think and Do Tank
based in Barcelona (Spain), whose objective is to
accelerate the ecological transition of the
Euro-Mediterranean region work.
www.ecounion.eu

The project is implemented at regional level by three associate partners in each of the target regions.

CORDIO
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Mediterranean, established in
Malaga (Spain), aims to influence,
encourage and support
Mediterranean societies to
reconcile the conservation of
natural resources with their use.
www.iucn.org/fr/regions/mediterr
anee

CANARI (Caribbean Natural
Resources Institute) is a
non-profit institute
headquartered in Trinidad and
Tobago, facilitating
stakeholder participation in the
stewardship of renewable
natural resources in the

Caribbean. www.canari.org

CORDIO East Africa is a
nonprofit research
organisation based in Kenya
and focusing on the
sustainable use and
management of coastal and
marine resources in the
Western Indian Ocean.
www.cordioea.net

COST AND DURATION

The project starts in July 2022 for a duration of four years.
The total amount is around €4,325200, co-funded by the French

€4,325,900
4 YEARS

Facility for Global Environment (FFEM) and supported by Our Blue
future (GlZ), the World Bank, UNEP and the project partners (IDDRI,
IUCN Mediterranean, CANARI and CORDIO), among others.

PILOT SITES

MARINE REGION COUNTRY LOCATION
Tunisia Djerba Island
Mediterranean Morocco Al Hocemia National Park
Lebanon Circuit Tyre, Tripoli, Anfeh
Madagascar St. Mary’s
Western indian c c island
ocean omoros omoros islands
Kenya Diani Shimoni
Trinidad Nariva swamp
Caribbean Tobago Tobago island

Saint Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines
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Contacts

IDDRI: Julien Rochette, Ocean Programme Director:
julien.rochette@iddri.org / Géraldine Galvaing,
Senior Research Fellow: geraldine.galvaing@iddri.org
Eco-union: Jeremie Fosse, Director:
jeremie.fosse@ecounion.eu

CANARI: Nicole Leotaud, Executive Director:
nicole@canari.org

IUCN-Mediterranean: Carla Danelutti,
carla.danelutti@iucn.org

CORDIO: Samson Obiene, Researcher:
sobiene@cordioea.net
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